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9 September 2016— This week’s #PhotoFriday highlights some of the most important
UN-relevant news stories around the world.

  

Sudharmalaya Buddhist Temple in Galle, Sri Lanka. Photo: UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe

  

Buddhist monks at the Sri Sudharmalaya Buddhist Temple in Galle, Sri Lanka, at the time of
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s visit to Galle.
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Secretary-General (left) Meets President of China at G20 Summit. UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon shakes hands with Xi Jinping, President of the People'sRepublic of China, during the opening ceremony for the 2016 Summit of the Group of 20  (G20)countries, hosted by the China in Hangzhou.  

Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. UN Photo/Pierre Albouy  In a hard-hitting speech, the United Nations human rights chief strongly warns against theimpact that populists and demagogues are having on society, and calls for more effort tosafeguard human rights law. “Are we going to continue to stand by and watch this banalizationof bigotry, until it reaches its logical conclusion?” Mr. Ra'ad Al Hussein asked. “Ultimately, it isthe law that will safeguard our societies – human rights law, binding law which is the distillationof human experience, of generations of human suffering, the screams of the victims of pastcrimes and hate. We must guard this law passionately, and be guided by it.”  
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http://www.g20.org/English/Hangzhou/About/index.html
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High-level Forum on Global Antisemitism, New York. UN Photo/JC McIlwaine  Katharina von Schnurbein, European Union Coordinator on Combatting Antisemitism,addresses a panel discussion held as part of a High-level Forum on Global Antisemitism. Theevent was jointly hosted by the Permanent Missions of Canada, Israel and the United States,and the Delegation of the European Union to the United Nations.  

Secretary-General Attends 8th ASEAN-UN Summit. UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon poses for a group photo with conference staff at the eighthsummit between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the United Nations(ASEAN-UN Summit), in Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic.  
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2016 Summer Paralympics  opening ceremony. Photo: UNHCR/ Achilleas Zavallis  To welcome the start of the 2016 summer Paralympic Games , United NationsSecretary-General  Ban Ki-moon says that the Games not only showcase the extraordinaryabilities of athletes living with a disability, they also promote the rights of all persons withdisabilities. Sport has a particularly important role to play in promoting and implementing theConvention  on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and that the Paralympic Movementprovides a catalyst for lasting change. The UN Children&rsquo;s Fund(UNICEF) has highlighted that the Paralympic Games prove that an individual’s ability, and nottheir disability, defines what they can accomplish.  

Major Aichatou Osmane Issaka. Photo: UN/MINUSMA Photo  The first ever United Nations Military Gender Advocate of the Year Award  has been presented,to Major Aichatou Ousmane Issaka, a Nigerian officer who served with the UN mission in Mali (MINUSMA). This award recognises the dedication and effort of an individual peacekeeper in promoting theprinciples within the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325, and is specificallyintended for a military peacekeeper who has had an exceptional role in integrating a genderperspective into peacekeeping activities. The award is intended to help raise the profile andunderstanding of what mainstreaming a gender perspective, within a military context, means forUN Peacekeeping missions.  
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https://www.rio2016.com/en/paralympics/sports
http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/issues/military/advocateaward.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/minusma/

